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Introduction 

Ɣ Big Idea ĺ ​Your hurt is seen and \our cries heard b\ the Creator of 
the Universe. 

Ɣ But I knoZ that¶s not alZa\s eas\ to believe. In fact, some of \ou 
have come in here this morning and \ou feel: 

ż INVISIBLE 
Ŷ The hone\moon stage is long gone and the romance has 

faded, and \ou feel more like a partner or co-Zorker in 
\our marriage than a Zife. 

Ŷ You¶re having a hard time building communit\ and finding 
\our tribe²those ladies Zho just get \ou, \a knoZ. 

Ŷ At Zork, \ou¶re not taken seriousl\ because \ou¶re a 
Zoman or a mom or Zhatever the case ma\ be. You¶re 
invisible. 

ż OR, \ou feel VOICELESS 
Ŷ Your kids fought \ou tooth and nail at bedtime last night 

and no matter hoZ man\ times \ou called their name, 
the\ didn¶t (or Zouldn¶t) hear a Zord \ou said. 

Ŷ You Zere the victim of abuse and \ou tried to tell 
someone, but \ou Zere told to be silent. There Zas no 
advocate for \ou in the corner. 

Ɣ EYer\ Zoman in WhiV room WhiV morning haV likel\ felW Xnheard 
and XnVeen a Wime or WZo. 

ż Individuall\, Ze might all feel alone. But collectivel\, here in this 
room, right noZ, Ze are a sisterhood. And Ze can be confident 
that Ze are seen and Ze are heard b\ the God of the Universe. 

Ɣ There¶s one Zoman in the Bible Zho kneZ all too Zell Zhat it felt like 
to be invisible, unappreciated, forgotten, taken advantage of, and 
voiceless. Her name is ​Hagar. 

 
 



Bod\ 
Ɣ Open \our bible Zith me to Genesis 16 and let¶s read her stor\. 

READ. 
Ɣ Oka\, let¶s talk about Hagar for a moment. Who Zas she? 

ż Slave from Eg\pt. 
ż Sarai¶s maidservant. 
ż That¶s it! 
ż But Ze¶re going to see God Zork in and through the life of this 

foreigner, no one gave much care for. 
Ɣ NoZ, to better understand this stor\ she is brought into and give \ou 

some conte[t to chapter 16, it¶s important to note Zhat happened just 
before this stor\ and just after. 

ż Genesis 15 ​ ĺ God established Zith Abram a covenant that he 
Zould have an heir and that his descendants Zould occup\ the 
ver\ land he stood on. 

ż Genesis 17 ​ĺ God reaffirms His covenant Zith Abram and 
proves it Zith a name change to Abraham, ³father of man\ 
nations.´ 

ż As \ou can see, the promise that Abram Zould have a son is 
ceQWUal ​ to this part of the Bible. Ever\one is talking about it, 
thinking about it, pra\ing about it. It¶s on ever\one's heart and 
mind. 

Ɣ NoZ back to chapter 16. Abram and Sarai have been Zaiting on 
God¶s promise for a ver\ long time. Sarai is in her 70¶s and Abram in 
his 80¶s and it had been about a decade since God¶s promise in 
chapter 15 that he Zould have a son.  

ż NoZ just think for a moment: ​KRZ ZRXOG \RX IHHO LQ WKHLU 
VKRHV?​ Likel\ an[ious, am I right. And Zhat do Ze sometimes 
have a problem doing Zhen Zaiting for a dream or a promise or 
even an ansZer to a small pra\er? Trusting God¶s timing. 

ż Sarai Zas definitel\ feeling this. She Zas an[ious. And perhaps 
she started thinking through hoZ she could help God¶s plan 
along or speed up the process. And then she had her big idea! 



ż But can Ze just stop here for a moment and steZ on this, 
because I think Ze can all learn something valuable here? Or at 
least, I knoZ I can. Because here¶s the deal: I¶m a dreamer and 
a doer. I Zant to make things happen! An\one else? 

ż Stor\ about tr\ing to get Zriting gigs and nothing happened. 
Then I stopped and got a request to Zrite for CrossZalk and the 
doors kept opening. 

Ŷ When I tried pounding the door doZn, nothing happened. 
But Zhen I stepped back, the doors fleZ Zide open. Wh\? 
Because God¶s timing had come and He Zas making it 
happen. 

ż NoZ let me just sa\ upfront that Zorking hard to achieve 
something is not bad. In fact, it¶s a ver\ good thing. Hard Zork 
reaps a harvest that Zas seZn Zhen no one Zas looking. BUT 
sometimes Zhat can happen is that Ze get impatient. We get 
frustrated or tired and decided to give things a little push Zhen 
clearl\, the door has been shut for noZ or it¶s not the right Za\. 

Ŷ Let¶s be honest: us ladies might have an inclination to 
help God¶s plan along.  

Ɣ The plan He has for our husband¶s personal groZth. 
Ɣ Or our children¶s spiritual groZth.  
Ɣ The plan He has for \our promotion at Zork or 

dream volunteer opportunit\ at church.  
Ɣ But this is a dangerous road to take if Ze¶re honest, 

ladies. 
Ŷ :KHQ \RX WU\ WR IRUFH GRG¶V WLPLQJ RU SODQ, \RX DUH 

HVVHQWLDOO\ VD\LQJ WKDW \RX GRQ¶W WUXVW GRG. TKDW \RX 
GRXEW HLV VRYHUHLJQ SODQ. TKDW \RX NQRZ EHWWHU ​. 

ż NoZ, this is Zhere Sarai Zas. The\ Zere groZing be\ond 
childbearing \ears and it had been more than a decade since 
God¶s promise to them that the\ Zould have a son. Sarai 
thought time Zas running out²that the\ had to have a son 
asap. 



ż So Zhat does she do? She comes up Zith a plan to give Abram 
the son he had alZa\s Zanted. But it Zasn¶t going to be through 
her. She didn¶t think it Zas possible. But she did have a 
maidservant named Hagar and perhaps this could be their 
ansZer to pra\er. Not God¶s ansZer to their pra\er, mind \ou. 
But their ansZer. 

Ŷ Which, a nugget of gold right here, if \ou¶re taking notes: 
God¶s ansZer to \our pra\er Zill alZa\s be better than 
\our ansZer to \our pra\er. SAY IT AGAIN. 

Ɣ So Sarai decides to give Hagar to Abram in marriage to conceive a 
son. And surprisingl\, he agrees. Which, b\ the Za\, if he doesn¶t see 
in that moment the mess coming, Lord help him! 

ż And \ou ma\ be Zondering Zhat Sarai is thinking here. 
Because it sounds cra]\, doesn¶t it? But it Zas actuall\ a 
custom of that da\ for a barren Zoman conceive a child through 
her maidservant so she Zasn¶t totall\ off her rocker but still, it¶ 
Zasn¶t Zhat God had in mind regarding His promise. 

Ɣ So Hagar is married off to Abram and she gets pregnant. And this is 
Zhere the famil\ drama reall\ gets going. She gets pregnant and 
forms come contempt toZards Sarai and Sarai begins to treat her 
poorl\. 

ż NoZ I honestl\ Zrestle Zith this a little bit because Hagar didn¶t 
ask to be in this situation. She didn¶t ask to be given in marriage 
to Abram or have a child Zith him. It Zas all put on her.  

ż So \eah, ma\be she feels a bit of disregard toZards Sarai for 
putting her in this situation and noZ she feels like perhaps she 
has the upper hand. And Sarai, Zho, b\ the Za\, came up Zith 
this Zhole idea and put them here, starts treating Hagar badl\. 

Ɣ And Zhat does Hagar do? She decides to take her chances b\ 
traveling to Eg\pt, alone, through the Zilderness, pregnant. So the 
Za\ Sarai is treating her must have been prett\ hard to take those 
chances.  



Ɣ She makes the journe\ and Zhile in the Zilderness, she stops b\ a 
spring. Ma\be she¶s Zondering Zhat she has gotten herself into? 
She¶s certainl\ e[hausted²I mean, she¶s pregnant! I use to have to 
take breaks just climbing stairs! 

Ɣ So she¶s here and that¶s Zhen God shoZs up in Hagar¶s life! In fact, 
Christ himself shoZs up. That¶s Zho the angel of the Lord.  

ż In probabl\ one of the most lonel\ and difficult moments of her 
life, God reveals Himself to her in the biggest Za\.​ Hagar, an 
Eg\ptian slave, got to be Zitness to the pre-incarnate Christ. 
WoZ! I mean, Jesus didn't do that for just an\one. But he did it 
for her. 

Ɣ Let¶s read it again, starting in verse 7: 
ż The aQgel Rf Whe LRUd fRXQd heU b\ a VSUiQg Rf ZaWeU iQ Whe 

ZildeUQeVV, Whe VSUiQg RQ Whe Za\ WR ShXU. AQd he Vaid, ³HagaU, 
VeUYaQW Rf SaUai, ZheUe haYe \RX cRPe fURP aQd ZheUe aUe \RX 
gRiQg?´ She Vaid, ³I aP fleeiQg fURP P\ PiVWUeVV SaUai.´ 

ż God isn¶t surprised b\ her journe\, here. He knoZs Zhere she 
is coming from and Zhere she is going to. But if \ou look 
throughout Scripture, God has often asked someone a question 
Zith an obvious ansZer, not for His benefit, but for the person, 
He is talking to. It gets them thinking. 

ż Jacob, Zhen God Zanted to change Jacob¶s name and identit\ 
in Genesis 32.​ He asked, ³Zhat is \our name.´ It Zas God 
shoZing Jacob that he Zould no longer be Zho he Zas²a 
deceiver²but Zho he is²a leader of a nation. 

ż Or Zhen Jesus talked Zith Peter after the resurrection in John 
21.​ He asked Peter three times if Peter loved Him, knoZing 
Peter did, but to remind Peter of his calling and as a sort of 
reconciliation after Peter¶s denial of Him on the Za\ to the 
cross. 

ż God is asking Hagar Zhere she is coming from and going, not 
because He doesn¶t knoZ, but because He Zants Hagar to 
come to this reali]ation of Zhat she is doing and Zh\. 



Ŷ When she e[presses it, it¶s more real, \ou knoZ. Like 
Zhen Ze get our husband or bo\friend to think our great 
idea is his great idea, right?! 

Ɣ Ok, let¶s keep reading! Verse 9, 
ż The aQgel Rf Whe LRUd Vaid WR heU, ³ReWXUQ WR \RXU PiVWUeVV aQd 

VXbPiW WR heU.´ 
ż We have to remember²Hagar Zas a slave and in that time it 

Zas disobedient for a salve to rebel against their master. And 
essentiall\, Hagar needed to knoZ that rebellion Zasn¶t the 
ansZer. In fact, rebellion is never the ansZer to our problems. 
Submission is. Submission to God¶s Zill. That¶s Zhere favor and 
purpose are found. In His Zill. And God had a plan and purpose 
for Hagar. 

Ɣ Verse 10, 
ż The aQgel Rf Whe LRUd alVR Vaid WR heU, ³I Zill VXUel\ PXlWiSl\ \RXU 

RffVSUiQg VR WhaW Whe\ caQQRW be QXPbeUed fRU PXlWiWXde.´ AQd 
Whe aQgel Rf Whe LRUd Vaid WR heU, ³BehRld, \RX aUe SUegQaQW aQd 
Vhall beaU a VRQ. YRX Vhall call hiV QaPe IVhPael, becaXVe Whe 
LRUd haV liVWeQed WR \RXU afflicWiRQ. He Vhall be a Zild dRQke\ Rf 
a PaQ, hiV haQd agaiQVW eYeU\RQe aQd eYeU\RQe'V haQd agaiQVW 
hiP, aQd he Vhall dZell RYeU agaiQVW all hiV kiQVPeQ.´ 

ż You see, God didn¶t just have a plan for Abram¶s heir, Isaac 
(Zhich, is in a feZ chapters doZn the road), ​EXW HH KDG D SODQ 
IRU HDJDU¶V FKLOG DV ZHOO.​ Ishmael Zould be a leader. Although 
not of God¶s people and he doesn't necessaril\ have the best 
description of his future, God still had a plan for this servant and 
her child. That¶s Zh\ Abram Zould be called the father of man\ 
nations²Ishmael Zould be a leader of the Arabic people...of a 
different nation.  

ż God had a plan for a Zoman Zho felt forgotten and her child. 
Ɣ NoZ here is Zhere Ze get to the best part! Here is Hagar¶s 

declaration of God and hoZ He made her feel. It starts in the verse 
Ze just read²verse 11: 



ż Ishmael²his name means ​³​GRG HHDUV ​´ 
ż God Zanted Hagar to forever have a reminder that He heard 

her. That, He does hear here. She Zasn¶t Abram¶s covenant 
Zife that an heir Zas promised Zith...she Zas a slave living Zith 
a foreign people...she had been treated poorl\ b\ the people 
responsible for her...marginali]ed...but she Zas still someone 
incredibl\ valuable to Him. 

ż Her cries Zere not silent to His ears. She Zas heard, then and 
forever. God Zas not going to let Hagar to feel voiceless in her 
situation. 

Ŷ Let me ask \ou²do \ou feel voiceless? Ma\be at home: 
\ou Zonder if \our children hear \ou after \ou plead Zith 
them to stop fighting Zith each other, multiple times. Or 
ma\be \ou feel voiceless because \our husband Zon¶t 
reall\ hear \ou Zhen \ou share \our heart struggles Zith 
him. 

Ŷ Ma\be at Zork²people get promoted over \ou or \our 
ideas aren¶t Zelcome. You feel like \our input isn¶t 
appreciated. 

Ŷ These are hard situations. I get it²feeling like \ou don¶t 
have a voice can make \ou feel like \ou don¶t have value. 
That \ou don¶t matter. But let me tell \ou²\our cries and 
pra\ers rise to the One Zho all other people and things 
bend to. And Zhen \ou might feel like \ou don¶t have a 
voice here, let me tell \ou, \ou have a voice Zith Him. 

Ŷ 2 KLQJV 20:5 ​, ​³ThXV Va\V Whe LRUd, Whe GRd Rf DaYid \RXU 
faWheU: I haYe heaUd \RXU SUa\eU; I haYe VeeQ \RXU WeaUV.´ 

Ŷ JHUHPLDK 29:12-13 ​, ³TheQ \RX Zill call XSRQ Pe aQd 
cRPe aQd SUa\ WR Pe, aQd I Zill heaU \RX. YRX Zill Veek 
Pe aQd fiQd Pe, ZheQ \RX Veek Pe ZiWh all \RXU heaUW.´ 

Ɣ Let¶s read the second part of this beautiful passage. Verse 13, 
ż ³SR Vhe called Whe QaPe Rf Whe LRUd ZhR VSRke WR heU, ³YRX aUe 

a GRd Rf VeeiQg,´ fRU Vhe Vaid, ³TUXl\ heUe I haYe VeeQ hiP ZhR 



lRRkV afWeU Pe.´ TheUefRUe Whe Zell ZaV called BeeU-lahai-URi;´ 
Zhich PeaQV,​ ​the Zell of the Living One Zho sees me. 

ż Imagine, for a moment, being Hagar. She Zas an Eg\ptian 
Zoman Zhose life had been committed to serving someone 
else. Someone of greater Zealth and stature. She probabl\ felt 
invisible²a figure in the background of someone else¶s stor\. 

ż But then she is given to be the man¶s Zife and ma\be, even 
though it Zasn¶t her decision and ma\be not necessaril\ 
desired, she thinks as a Zife she¶ll be seen. As the mother of 
this man¶s son, she¶ll have a visible role in this greater stor\. 

ż But it Zasn't Zhat she thought she Zould be. She Zas abused 
and mistreated. Visible onl\ as far as it brought greater burden 
and mistreatment to her life. 

ż And here she is, in the Zilderness. And God speaks to her. 
Prophesied purpose over her and her son. ​The Creator of the 
Universe SEES her​. For the first time, she is trul\ seen. 

ż Her visibilit\ didn¶t come from someone on this earth²it came 
from the One Zho holds the earth together! 

ż Friend, God sees \our innermost fears, desires, dreams, and 
hurts. You might feel invisible in \our home or Zork or 
church²a character in the background, forgotten²but God 
Zants \ou to knoZ TODAY that He sees \ou. You! Right here, 
right noZ.  

ż DHXW. 32:10 ​, ³​He fRXQd hiP iQ a deVeUW laQd, aQd iQ Whe hRZliQg 
ZaVWe Rf Whe ZildeUQeVV; he eQciUcled hiP, he caUed fRU hiP, he 
keSW hiP aV Whe aSSle Rf hiV e\e.´ 

ż PVDOP 121:8 ​, ³The LRUd keeSV ZaWch RYeU \RX aV \RX cRPe 
aQd gR, bRWh QRZ aQd fRUeYeU.´ 

ż 2 CKURQLFOHV 16:9 ​, ³The e\eV Rf Whe LRUd VeaUch Whe ZhRle 
eaUWh iQ RUdeU WR VWUeQgWheQ WhRVe ZhRVe heaUWV aUe fXll\ 
cRPPiWWed WR hiP.´ 

Ŷ We don¶t have to jump through hoops to be seen! 



Ŷ God Zill give \ou the strength to do Zhat He has called 
\ou to do. To Zork, to care for \our famil\, to folloZ the 
call on \our life. In Him, \ou find the strength to keep 
moving forZard. 

Ŷ Because \ou knoZ Zhat, Zhen Hagar had her encounter 
Zith God, it Zasn¶t a deliverance out of her problems. In 
fact, God sent her right back Zhere she had come from. 
RIght back to the difficult situation. So His encounter Zith 
her didn¶t deliver her from all her troubles, but Zhat it did 
do is remind her of her Zorth, that He sees and hears her, 
and that He Zill strengthen her for the purpose He has for 
her. 

Ŷ That¶s Zh\ Hagar called God, El Roi²the God Zho sees 
me. Hagar Zas ascribing to God this astonishment that 
she Zould be the object of His gracious attention. 

Ŷ Friend, let me encourage \ou²in those moments Zhen 
\ou feel unseen and invisible, cr\ out to El Roi. The God 
Zho sees \ou! 

Ɣ You knoZ, I¶ve noticed Zith m\ tZo \ear old Roman ​²and if \ou¶re a 
mom, or even Zorked Zith children²\ou¶ll knoZ this: he just Zants to 
be felt heard and seen b\ his mama. More than an\thing in this Zorld, 
he Zants to knoZ that he matters to me. That I¶ll put doZn the phone 
to pla\ Zith him. To knoZ I¶ll come running Zhen he falls. When I see 
him call m\ name and from the corner of m\ e\e, I see him stare at 
me until I look, and light up Zith the assurance that his mom loves 
him because I heard him and saZ him.  

ż Roman finds peace and value knoZing he is the apple of m\ 
e\e²that¶s Zhat the Father Zants \ou to knoZ toda\. That \ou 
matter to Him. That \ou are the apple of His e\e. And \ou 
matter to Him. 

Ɣ Let me share Zith \ou hoZ I, personall\, knoZ this to be true. ​SKDUH 
PLVFDUULDJH VWRU\. 

Ɣ :ORSHIP TEAM, <OU CAN COME UP. 



Closing 
Ɣ This Zasn¶t the last time God and Hagar had an intimate moment. In 

Genesis 21 ​, after Isaac Zas born, Sarah Zanted Hagar and Ishmael 
gone. She had her son and Zanted nothing to do Zith them an\more. 

Ɣ Sarah told Abraham she Zanted Hagar and Ishmael gone. Which, b\ 
the Za\, Zas Zrong in ever\ Za\. 

ż She Zent against social customs of that da\ that permitted a 
maidservant and child could remain Zith the famil\ even if the 
Zife had a child. 

ż And she offended and hurt her oZn husband, knoZing Abraham 
still loved Ishmael, his son. She put her pride before her 
husband¶s heart. 

Ɣ But God gave Abraham permission to alloZ it to happen because 
remember, He had a plan for Ishmael too. 

Ɣ In Genesis 21, Hagar finds herself in the Zilderness again, and 
hopeless. This time, she has a son and she doesn¶t think the\¶ll 
survive the journe\. She surrenders to the notion the\ Zill die.  

Ɣ But then God again appears to her. He tells her that He has heard the 
cries of the bo\. Again, God heard. And He saved them. 

 
Dear friend, I don¶t knoZ Zhat \ou came in here Zith toda\. But I do knoZ I 
Zant \ou to leave knoZing that \our hurt and \our cries are heard b\ the 
Creator. 
 
You are not second fiddle, invisible, or voiceless to Him²²You don¶t have 
to Zorr\ about \our purpose or value²²because \ou are ever\thing to 
Him! 
 
POHDVH, ERZ \RXU KHDGV DQG OHW¶V SUD\. 
 
 
 



Ɣ I pra\ over \ou that \ou Zill intimatel\ knoZ the attention and care 
God has for \ou. 

Ɣ You ma\ Zant to escape the place \ou¶re in or settle in the 
Zilderness out of pure e[haustion, but God Zants \ou to knoZ toda\ 
that \ou are heard and seen at \our ver\ core. 

Ɣ Jesus died for \ou. 
Ɣ If \ou don¶t have a relationship Zith Him« 
Ɣ If \ou do but \ou¶re Zrestling Zith \our Zorth and value, cr\ out to 

\our El Roi.  
 
We are going to take some moments here, in this safe place, to connect 
Zith Jesus and share our heart Zith Him.  

Ɣ If \ou Zould like to make a commitment toda\, come doZn front and 
someone from our pra\er team Zould love to pra\ Zith \ou. 

Ɣ Or if \ou Zould simpl\ like someone to pra\ Zith \ou for healing, 
provision, Zhatever \our need ma\ be, please, come to the altar. 
James 5:14-15 ​ sa\s, ³​IV aQ\RQe aPRQg \RX Vick? LeW hiP call fRU Whe 
eldeUV Rf Whe chXUch, aQd leW WheP SUa\ RYeU hiP, aQRiQWiQg hiP ZiWh 
Ril iQ Whe QaPe Rf Whe LRUd. 15 AQd Whe SUa\eU Rf faiWh Zill VaYe Whe 
RQe ZhR iV Vick, aQd Whe LRUd Zill UaiVe hiP XS.´ 

Ɣ Our pra\er team has anointing oil and Zould love to anoint \ou and 
pra\ over \ou for Zhatever need \ou ma\ have. 

Ɣ Or \ou are more than Zelcomed to sta\ Zhere \ou are and pra\, This 
time is an opportunit\ for \ou to connect Zith Jeusus hoZever \ou¶d 
like. 

Ɣ LHW XV ZRUVKLS DQG SUD\. 
 


