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MALACHI

The Book of Malachi is the final book of the Old Testament in the Bible, written between 440-
400 B.C. It is attributed to the prophet Malachi and is composed of a series of messages that

he delivers to the people of Israel during a period of spiritual and moral decline.

The central theme of the book revolves around the people's faithfulness to God and the
importance of genuine worship. Malachi rebukes the priests and the people for offering
blemished sacrifices, showing a lack of reverence for God. He challenges them to bring their

best offerings and to honor God with sincerity.

The book also addresses issues such as social injustices, unfaithfulness in marriage, and the
neglect of the poor and marginalized. Malachi condemns the people's disobedience and

warns of the consequences of their actions, including divine judgment.

Malachi's prophecies include the promise of a coming messenger who will prepare the way
for the Lord's arrival. This prophecy is often interpreted as a foreshadowing of John the

Baptist, who would later prepare the way for Jesus Christ.

What We Learn

In summary, the Book of Malachi emphasizes the importance of genuine worship,
faithfulness to God's commands, and the need for repentance. It serves as a call to return to
a close relationship with God and to live in accordance with His principles, warning of the

consequences of disobedience while holding out the hope of restoration and redemption.

Memory Verse

“For I the Lord do not change, therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.
From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not
kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say,

‘How shall we return?” Malachi 3:6-7 (ESV)
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=malachi%203%3A6-7&version=ESV

